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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of Claims 

1 . The following non-final office action is in response to the appeal brief filed 
12/2305. Prosecution has been re-opened for this case. Claims 24-31 , 36-43, and 48- 
51 are pending in this application, and have been examined on the merits. The 
previous rejection has been withdrawn, and the following reflects the claims as 
amended. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 24-27, 36-39 and 48 are objected to because of the following 
informalities: As per independent claims 24, 36 and 48, these claims recite "transmitting 
region data from said web site of said manufacturer over the Internet to a remote Web 
site", and then "in response to receipt of region data at said manufacturer's Web 
site". This claim language is confusing since the region data is primarily transmitted to 
a remote site in the first limitation, and then is received at a manufacturer's Web site in 
the second limitation. Instead, the claim language should read "in response to receipt of 
region data at said remote Web site". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 50 and 51 recites the limitation "transmission from a consumer to a 
retailer website", "transmission from the retailer website to a remote website" in claim 
50 and "means for transmitting from a consumer to a retailer website", "means for 
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transmitting from the retailer website to a remote website", in claim 51. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

There is no indication as to what is being "transmitted". Correction is required. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 50, 51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Jovicic et al. 

As per claims 50, 51 Jovicic et al discloses: 

Transmission/Means for transmitting from a consumer to a retailer website, 
...(Col. 3, lines 47-50, user [uses computer] to make online selection to Internet Coupon 
Server); 

Transmission/Means for transmitting from the retailer website to a remote 
website, ...(Col. 3, lines 5-67, internet Coupon Notification Center records serial 
numbers of the coupons generated by the Internet Coupon Server [by way of 
redemption center] along with the redemption specification); and 

Transmission/Means for transmitting from the remote website to the retailer 
website, of a list of manufacturer incentives, ...(Col. 4, lines 47-53, accessing Coupon 
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Notification Center's database to verify validity of electronic coupon at the redemption 
center, which records the redemption of coupons, and therefore comprises coupon 
details, which were transmitted to the database from the redemption center). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 24, 27, 28, 29, 36, 39, 40, 41, 48 and 49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Jovicic et al, (US 5,855,007). 

As per claim 24, 36, 48, 49, Jovicic et al discloses: 

transmitting from a consumer computer over the Internet to a Web site of a 
manufacturer/retailer a request for manufacturer incentives to purchase one of a 
product and a service offered by said manufacturer/means for transmitting from a 
consumer computer over the Internet to a Web site of a manufacturer/retailer a request 
for manufacturer incentives to purchase one of a product and a service offered by said 
manufacturer, (col. 3, lines 47-50, user makes online selection to the Internet Coupon 
server, by way of redemption center, as shown in Fig. 1 where [122] is used for making 
a selection and is connected to the redemption center); 

in response/means for, in response to receipt of a request for manufacturer 
incentives, transmitting region data from said Web site of said manufacturer over the 
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Internet to a remote Web site/in response to receipt of a request for manufacturer 
incentives to purchase one of a product and a service offered by a manufacturer 
transmitted from a consumer computer over the Internet, transmitting region data from a 
Web site of said manufacturer over the Internet to a remote Web site/in response to 
receiving at a web site of a manufacturer, a request for manufacturer incentives to 
purchase one of a product and a service offered by a manufacturer transmitted from a 
consumer computer over the Internet, transmitting region data from a Web site of said 
manufacturer over the Internet to a remote Web site/in response to receipt of a request 
for manufacturer incentives to purchase one of a product and a service offered by a 
manufacturer transmitted from a consumer computer over the Internet to a Web site of a 
retailer, transmitting said request from said Web site of said retailer over the Internet to 
a remote Web site, (Col. 9, line 65-Col. 10, line 17, shows that the user enters 
demographic information such as location data to Internet Coupon Server); 

in response to receipt of region data at said manufacturer's Web site, transmitting 
from said remote Web site to said Web site of said manufacturer at least one 
manufacturer incentive and at least one name and address of a retailer/means for 
transmitting from said remote Web site to said Web site of said manufacturer at least 
one manufacturer incentive and at least one name and address of a retailer/ in 
response to receipt of said request at said remote site, transmitting from said remote 
site over the Internet to said Web site of said retailer a list of manufacturer incentives, 
(Col. 10, line 46-Col 11, line 3, In response to entry of demographic information, 
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transmission of coupon serial number and redemption center's ID # to the Internet 
Coupon Notification Center's database occurs) by way of message; 

transmitting from said Web site of said manufacturer over the Internet to 
said consumer computer said at least one manufacturer incentive and said at least 
one name and address/ in response to receipt of said manufacturers incentives at 
said Web site of said retailer, transmitting over the Internet to said consumer 
computer said list of manufacturers incentives, (Col. 1 1 , lines 8-1 2 t shows that as 
a result of the transmitted message, the coupon's serial number and the user's 
identification is stored in the coupon generation database, which is accessible by 
the consumer). 

Jovicic et al does not specifically disclose that the request goes to the 
Web site of the manufacturer, but does disclose that the user request goes 
through the Internet to the Internet coupon Server. In Fig. 1 , it is shown that 
Internet Public Computer Network [122] is connected to the Redemption Center 
(retailer as shown in Col. 2, line 27), and manufacturer (Internet 
Coupon Notification Center since manufacturer is known to be the issuer as 
shown in col. 2, line 6), which are all connected to the Internet Coupon 
Server by an Internet Connection. Therefore, it would be obvious to make a 
request to the manufacturer since the consumer makes a request over the 
Internet by way of the retail outlet, and the retail outlet is also connected to the 
manufacturer outlet through the Internet connection, the manufacturer's Web 
page is also therefore being utilized. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the applicant's invention to direct a request to the Web site of the manufacturer 
with the motivation of allowing a consumer to directly interact with the product 
incentive request environment. 

As per claim 27, 39, Jovicic et al discloses: 

transmitting from said consumer computer to said Web site of said manufacturer 
selection data indicating selection of said at least one manufacturer incentive/means for 
transmitting... (Col. 3, lines 47-50, user makes online selection to Internet Coupon 
Server); 

transmitting from said Web site of said manufacturer to said remote site said 
selection data/means for transmitting from said Web site. ..(Col. 3, lines 5-67, internet 
Coupon Notification Center records serial numbers of the coupons generated by the 
Internet Coupon Server[by way of redemption center] along with the redemption 
specification); 

transmitting from said remote site to said Web site of said manufacturer details 
of the selected at least one manufacturer incentive/means for transmitting from said 
remote site.. .(Col. 4, lines 47-53, accessing Coupon Notification Center's database to 
verify validity of electronic coupon at the redemption center, which records the 
redemption of coupons, and therefore comprises coupon details); 

transmitting from said Web site of said manufacturer to said consumer 
computer details/means for transmitting from said Web site of said manufacturer, 
(Col. 1 1 , lines 8-12, shows that as a result of the transmitted message, the 
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coupon's serial number and the user's identification is stored in the coupon 
generation database, which is accessible by the consumer). 

Jovicic et al does not specifically disclose that the request goes to the 
Web site of the manufacturer, but does disclose that the user request goes 
through the Internet to the Internet coupon Server. In Fig. 1 , it is shown that 
Internet Public Computer Network [122] is connected to the Redemption Center 
(retailer as shown in Col. 2, line 27), and manufacturer (Internet 
Coupon Notification Center since manufacturer is known to be the issuer as 
shown in col. 2, line 6), which are all connected to the Internet Coupon 
Server by an Internet Connection. Therefore, it would be obvious to make a 
request to the manufacturer since the consumer makes a request over the 
Internet by way of the retail outlet, and the retail outlet is also connected to the 
manufacturer outlet through the Internet connection, the manufacturer's Web 
page is also therefore being utilized. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the applicant's invention to direct a request to the Web site of the manufacturer 
with the motivation of allowing a consumer to directly interact with the product 
incentive request environment. 

As per claim 28, 40, Jovicic et al discloses: 

transmitting from a consumer computer over the internet to a Web site of a 
retailer a request for manufacturer incentives to purchase on e of a product and a 
service offered by a manufacturer/means for transmitting from a consumer computer 
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over the internet to a Web site of a retailer a request for manufacturer incentives to 
purchase one of a product and a service offered by a manufacture/transmission from 
the a consumer to a retailer website, ...(Col. 3, lines 47-50, user makes online selection 
to Internet Coupon Server); 

in response to receipt of said request at said Web site of said retailer, 
transmitting said request from said Web site of said retailer over the Internet to a 
remote Web site/means for transmitting said request from said Web site of said retailer 
over the Internet to a remote Web site, ...(Col. 3, lines 5-67, internet Coupon 
Notification Center records serial numbers of the coupons generated by the Internet 
Coupon Server[by way of redemption center] along with the redemption specification); 

in response to receipt of said request at said remote site, transmitting from 
said remote site over the Internet to said Web site of said retailer a list of 
manufacturer incentives/means for transmitting from said remote site over the 
Internet to said Web site of said retailer a list of manufacturer incentives; ...(Col. 4, 
lines 47-53, accessing Coupon Notification Center's database to verify validity of 
electronic coupon at the redemption center, which records the redemption of 
coupons, and therefore comprises coupon details); 

in response to receipt of said manufacturers incentives at said Web site of 
said retailer, transmitting over the Internet to said consumer computer said list of 
manufacturers incentives/means for transmitting over the Internet to said 
consumer computer said list of manufacturers incentives, (Col. 1 1 , lines 8-12, 
shows that as a result of the transmitted message, the coupon's serial number and 
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the user's identification is stored in the coupon generation database, which is 
accessible by the consumer). 

As per claims 29, 41 , Jovicic et al discloses: 

Transmitting/means for transmitting a user identification from said Web site of 
said retailer over the Internet to said remote Web site in association with said request 
and determining manufacturer's incentives to transmit from said remote Website to said 
Web site of said retailer based upon said user identification, (Col. 4, lines 30-47, placing 
coupon indicia in browsing memory based on user identification). 
9. Claims 25, 26, 30, 37, 38, and 42, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Jovicic et al (US 5,855,007), in further view of Perkowski (US 
6,064,979). 

As per claim 25, 37, Jovicic et al does not disclose the following, but 
does disclose Internet connections as shown in Fig. 1 , however Perkowski 
discloses: 

wherein said step of transmitting from said remote site said list further 
comprises transmitting a link to a Web site of said retailer/wherein said means for 
transmitting from said remote site said list further comprises means for transmitting a 
link.. .(Col. 4, lines 45-52, shows URLs are symbolically linked to each registered 
product). Perkowski discloses this limitation in an analogous art for the purpose of 
showing that a user can utilize a URL to access product data). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to transmit a link to a Web site with the motivation of transmitting 
means for accessing product data over an Internet connection. 

As per claim 26, 30, 38, 42, Jovicic et al does not disclose the following, 
but does disclose utilizing demographic data such as location data to obtain 
coupons through the Internet Coupon Server as shown in Col. 9, line 65-Col. 
10, line 17, however Perkowski discloses: 

determining said at least one manufacturer's incentive and said at least one 
name and address of a retailer by querying, using said region data, a database from a 
server of said remote Web site/means for determining.. .transmitting from the 
consumer computer over the Internet to the Web site of the retailer region data/means 
for transmitting. ..(Col. 1 , lines 54-64, shows it is common to use search by location of 
the seller's site via search engines to determine that seller's product information, 
where it is shown that product information includes company name and company e- 
mail address since this is some of the information stored in the IPSD server and it is 
therefore the same type of information that is transmitted by the IPSD Web site). 
Perkowski discloses this limitation in an analogous art for the purpose of showing that 
a user can use a search engine to determine product information. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to utilize region data in a query to determine at least one name 
and address of a retailer with the motivation of allowing a user to search for the 
specific location of a retailer only with limited information. 
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10. Claims 31 and 43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Jovicic et al, (US 5,855,007), in further view of Perkowski (US 6,064,979), and 
further in view of Smolen (US Patent 5,915,243). 

As per claims 31 , 43, neither Jovicic et al nor Perkowski disclose wherein said 
region data is postal code data, but Jovicic et al does disclose region data through 
collecting demographic data in col. 9, line 65-Col. 10, line 17. 

However Smolen discloses: 

wherein said region data is postal code data, (Col. 4, lines 64-67, 
represented by postal code). Smolen discloses this limitation in an analogous 
art for the purpose of showing that postal code data can be incorporated into a 
system for transmitting incentives. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art for the region data 
to be postal code data in order to determine the location of the retailer versus the 
location of the user for incentive transmittal purposes. 

Response to Arguments 

1 1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 24-31 , 36-43, and 48-51 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Akiba K Robinson-Boyce whose telephone number is 
571-272-6734. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:30am-5pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Hayes can be reached on 571-272-6708. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-746-7238 
[After final communications, labeled "Box AF"], 703-746-7239 [Official Communications], 
and 703-746-7150 [Informal/Draft Communications, labeled "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"]. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 
3900. 




A. R. B. 

March 13, 2006 




